NOW  IN  OUR  TWENTIETH  YEAR  - 1968-1988 


Numismatic 
Literary  Guild 
Newsletter 

SEPTEMBER  - OCTOBER  1988 
Volume  21  Number  5 


©0e>0©©00©f)©©e>e)e)e>0e>e)©e)ee>e)©e>e)e)©e>e)©©e>00e)e>e)©ee)e>e> 


The 

Director' 

Desk 


David  T.  Alexander 
Editor 


We  hope  that  this  issue  will  be  as  well  received  as 
the  last.  Our  celebration  of  the  Guild's  20th  birthday  is 
proceeding  well,  and  has  attracted  its  share  of 
appreciative  comments.  The  saga  of  our  two  decades  of 
service  to  the  writing  community  continues  in  this  issue. 

There  is  no  unalloyed  gold  in  the  alloy  of  life,  and 
our  joys  always  go  hand  in  hand  with  some  measure  of 
sorrow.  With  this  in  mind,  we  will  combine  The  Final  -30- 
with  our  usual  editorial  and  devote  it  to  a celebration  of 
the  life  Richard  S.  Yeoman,  who  left  us  at  the  age  of  84 
on  November  9. 

Numismatics  has  had  more  than  its  share  of  great  men. 
Richard  S.  Yeo  (his  pen  name  was  Yeoman)  is  one  of  the  few 
who  could  justly  dais  tD  have  revolutionized  his  field. 

It  was  he  who  successfully  developed  and  marketed  a simple 
invention  that  took  coin  collecting  from  the  few  and  gave 
it  triumphantly  to  the  many,  the  "Penny  Board." 

In  the  «id-1930's  Yeoman  and  Whitman  Publishing 
Company  of  Racine  took  the  idea  of  another  Wisconsin 
native,  J.K.  Post  of  Neenah,  and  used  it  to  involve 
millions  of  Americans  in  grass-roots  coin  collecting. 

Like  other  great  ones,  the  concept  was  simple:  a 
cardboard  sheet  with  die-cut  holes,  one  for  each  date  and 
flint  mark  of  the  Lincoln,  cent.  Even  in  the  depths  of  the 
Great  Depression,  nearly  everyone  could  afford  to  squirrel 
away  the  comparatively  few  cents  needed  to  complete  this 
set. 


Commemorative  half  dollars  were  in  their  full  bloom 
at  the  same  time,  but  face  value  and  issue  price  made  them 
inaccessible  to  people  living  on  hope  and  a few  dollars  a 
week.  Even  the  proverbial  nickels  and  dimes  would  have 
been  a heavy  drain,  but  cents  were  within  the  reach  of 
most  people. 

The  thrill  of  the  hunt  was  there  too;  1909-S  VDB's 
and  1922-plain  s were  there  to  be  found  along  with  other 
key  dates.  In  a country  which  had  just  experienced  such 
fads  as  dancing  the  Charleston,  flagpole-sitting  and  cross 
word  puzzles  a year  or  few  earlier,  the  Whitman  "Penny 
Board"  was  another  wonderful  diversion. 

As  the  nation  recovered  from  the  Depression,  higher 
denominations  received  board-folders  of  their  own, 
assuring  the  success  of  the  "collecting  from  your  pocket 
change"  approach. 

Next  came  books,  starting  with  Yeoman's  first  edition 
of  the  Handbook  of  United  States  Coins  with  Premium  List 

in  1942.  This  new  "Blue  Book"  presented  a reasonable 
idea  of  what  an  informed  coin  dealer  might  be  expected  to 
pay  an  alert  seller. 

Planned  as  a companion  book,  but  blocked  by  wartime 
shortages  until  1946,  was  A Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins,  immediately  dubbed  the  "Red  Book."  This  would 
offer  the  retail  price  a collector  might  expect  to  pay  in 
buying  coins  needed  for  his  or  her  collection. 

In  their  sphere,  the  two  books  did  as  much  to 
popularize  coin  collecting  as  the  "Penny  Boards"  had  done. 
They  were  not  definitive  references.  That  niche  was 
already  occupied  by  Wayte  Raymond's  Standard  Catalogue  of 
United  States  Coins;  they  were  popularizers. 

Never  one  to  rest  on  his  laurels,  Yeoman  brought  a 
similar  approach  to  world  coinage  in  1957,  when  the  first 
edition  of  his  Catalog  of  Modern  Norld  Coins  appeared. 

The  new  "Brown  Book"  chronicled  coins  struck  worldwide 
from  about  1650  to  1957. 

The  Yeoman  numbering  system  for  world  coins  remains 
the  standard  today.  A companion  volume,  Current  Coins  of 
the  World , appeared  in  1964,  designed  to  bring  new  issues 
together  and  keep  the  Brown  Book  within  manageable  size. 

Dick  Yeoman  was  an  honored  member  of  many  coin 
organizations.  A Life  Member  of  ANA,  he  was  recipient  of 
its  Medal  of  Merit,  Farran  Zerbe  Award  and  of  a place  in 
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Our  thanks  to  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild,  Ltd.  for  honoring  Stack’s. 

Best  Auction  Catalog 
Herman  Halpern  Collection 

Award  presented  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  21,  1988. 

Since  1935,  Stack’s  has  set  a high  standard  of  selling  coin  collections  at  auction  by  issuing 
informative,  well-researched,  and  extensively  illustrated  catalogues.  Stack’s  has  been  an 
innovator  in  providing  color  illustrations,  specially  designed  catalogue  covers,  in  depth 
advertising,  and  overall  presentation.  All  this  expertise  (covering  over  500  separate  and 
distinct  sales),  plus  the  largest  catalogue  mailing  gives  Stack’s  the  unique  qualifications  to 
serve  you  better  in  the  sale  of  your  collection. 

IF  YOU  ARE  THINKING  OF  SELLING  — THINK  OF  STACK’S 


123  West  57th  Street 
New  York,  N Y.  10019 

(212)  582-2580  • FAX  #(212)  245-5018 

America’s  Oldest  and  Largest  Rare  Coin  Dealer 
And  Leading  Coin  Auctioneer  For  Over  50  Years 


Page  2 


the  ANA  Kali  of  Faae.  He  was  a founding  member  of  NLG  and 
served  on  its  Board  1970-71 , 1977-78,  and  1978-79, 
receiving  the  Cleny  Award  in  1977. 

Over  and  above  ail  these  thoroughly  deserved  honors, 
he  will  be  remeabered  as  a gentleman,  with  all  the  rich 
meaning  that  word  should  bring  with  it  in  a world 
increasingly  crass,  unresponsive  and  uncaring.  To  his 
widow  Marion,  known  to  *any  of  us,  and  his  daughter  Sharon 
Dodd  the  Guild  extends  its  deepest  sympathies. 

I feel  that  what  Ben  Jenson  said  of  Shakespeare  is 
fully  applicable  to  our  friend  Richard  S.  Yeoman,  "We 
shall  not  see  his  like  again."  The  world  is  certainly 
richer  for  his  living  in  it  and  poorer  for  his  departure. 

David  T.  Alexander  NL6 
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EXCELLENCE 

excelencia 

vorzuglichkeit 


NO  MATTER  HOW  ITS  PRONOUNCED, 
collectors  the  world  over  understand  the  word 
and  recognize  the  symbol  for  quality  in  coin 
accessories.  For  over  45  years  Whitman  has 
been  supplying  hobbyists  with  the  most  relia- 
ble and  authoritative  reference  books  avail- 
able. In  addition  to  furnishing  collectors  with 
pricing  information,  Whitman  has  made  col- 
lecting interesting  and  enjoyable.  Our  coin 
storage  and  display  products  protect  and  en- 
hance even  the  most  discriminating  collec- 
tions. WHITMAN  — the  hobby  standard. 

Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 

Whitman  Coin  Products 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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Crisis  Of  Confidence 

There’s  a crisis  in  the  hobby.  One  that  results  not  only  in  a 
loss  of  money  by  innocent  collectors,  but  also  in  a loss  of 
confidence  in  mail  order  transactions. 

While  others  pass  this  off  as  a risk  of  free  enterprise,  it  is  our 
goal  to  serve  and  protect  the  interests  of  our  valued 
subscribers.  By  insisting  that  all  NUMISMATIC  NEWS 
advertisers  pass  a strict  screening  policy. 

We  further  affirm  advertiser  integrity  through  an  intensive 
“blind  testing”  program,  and  recognize  sound  business 
practices  with  the  Krause  Publications’  Customer  Service 
Award. 

There  may  be  a crisis  in  today’s  coin  hobby,  but  at 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  we’re  hard  at  work  to  maintain  full 
confidence  in  mail  order  dealing  — today,  and  in  the  future. 


numismatic  n£WS 

Tbur  MMIy  Colbctng  Gucfe  fe*urrvg  COW  MARKET  ™ ™ ^ ^ 


Home  Of  Superior  Hobby  Periodicals  and  Books 

( UJii  Lrause 
\W-:y  publications 

700  E State  St.,  lola.  Wl  54990 
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Hi-jinks  in  Los  Angeles,  1975:  'hula  dancers'  (L- 
Colin  Bruce  II,  Haurice  Bould,  Col.  6rover  Criswi 


Photo  contests  of  yesteryear:  photog  Federico  Claveria 
(L)  joins  Paul  Mhitnah  with  Dave  Alexander’s  black-and- 
white  winner  as  a drooping  Lee  Hartin  looks  on  at  right. 
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FROM  THE  BOOK  STACKS . . . 


Reviews  by  David  T.  Alexander 

Biographical  Dictionary  of  Medallists,  by  Leonard 
Forrer,  Index,  compiled  by  Joan  S.  Martin,  Royal  Numis- 
matic Society  Special  Publication  No.  18,  British  Art 
Medal  Society,  Special  Publication  No.  1,  London  1987 . 

310  pp,  8 3/8“  x 6"  dark  blue,  gold-stamped  cloth  cover. 

The  appearance  of  this  extraordinary,  definitive, 
50,000-entry  Index,  compiled  as  the  last  work  of  the  late 
Joan  Martin  over  a 10-year  period,  is  the  answer  to  six 
decades  of  prayers  by  medal  catalogers,  collectors  and 
dealers. 

The  great  London  numismatist  Leonard  Forrer,  long 
associated  with  Index  distributor  Spink  It  Son,  published 
the  original  six-volume  Dictionary  of  Medallists  from  1904 
to  1916,  adding  two  volumes  of  Supplements  after  the  First 
World  War  in  1923  and  1930 

Original  copies  of  Forrer 's  work  can  be  found  at 
great  cost  today,  but  a less  expensive  reprint  by  A.L. 

Burt  appeared  some  years  ago.  A far  higher  quality  by 
A.H.  Baldwin  & Sons  Ltd.  of  London  was  printed  in  Belgium 
sore  recently  in  a blue  cover  identical  to  that  of  the  new 
Index. 

The  Mark  Jones  - Andrew  Burnett  Foreword  to  the  new 
Index  describes  the  original  Forrer  work  succinctly, 

"Every  user  of  work  will  have  had  occasion  to  marvel  at 
its  comprehensiveness  and  to  lament  its  idiosyncrasies. 

For  the  Biographical  Dictionary  is  not  only  a series  of 
articles  about  medallists  but  also,  in  effect,  a corpus 
which  1 i sts  and  attributes  almost  every  medal  made  before 
the  beginning  of  this  century.  As  published,  however,  the 
lack  of  a subject  index  made  it  impossible  to  use  the  work, 
to  its  full  potential." 

Besides  the  main  index,  compiler  Martin  created  three 
appendices,  specifying  Society,  School  and  Institution, 
Exhibition  medals  by  themselves  for  additional  ease  of 
research. 

Obviously,  some  basic  knowledge  is  required  of  the 
user  of  this  book.  Forthright  listings  such  as  Pope 
CLEMENT  Kill,  King  VICTOR  EMANUEL  III  of  Italy,  or  Admiral 
VERNON  will  appear  under  those  names. 

However,  to  find  the  fascinating  issues  of  an  obscure 
Italian  noble  family  recalled  today  largely  by  its  medal 
issues,  one  must  know  enough  to  start  out  with  the  name 
BRACCIANO,  rather  than  the  family  name  QRSINI . 

An  inconsistency  or  two  are  immediately  apparent,  as 
the  Italian  form  is  used  for  Duke  Paulo  Giordano  I Qrsini; 
the  English  form  for  Paul  Jordan  II.  Neither  are  cross- 
referenced  under  Orsini. 


No  listings  appear  under  the  engraver  or  sculptor's 
name.  If  one  seeks  the  Putinati  portrait  medal  of  famed 
sculptor  Antonio  Canova,  for  instance,  rather  than  the 
Fabris  or  Caque  pieces,  one  must  look  up  CANOVA  and  seek 
out  all  of  the  11  listings.  The  time  of  digging  is  vastly 
reduced,  nonetheless,  by  this  concise  listing  of  the 
subject. 

Another  example  of  convenience  is  the  listing  of 
medals  of  Archduke  Charles  Francis  Joseph  of  Austria, 
which  are  grouped  under  his  subsequent  title  as  Emperor 
Charles  I,  last  of  the  Habsburgs,  regardless  of  date  of 
issue. 

The  completeness  of  the  Index  can  be  appreciated  by 
such  entries  as  RUDOLF  ERIC  RASPE,  a leading  figure  of  the 
German  literary  revival,  disgraced  embezzler  of  coins  from 
his  parsimonious  employer  Elector  Friedrich  II  of  Hessen- 
Cassel  and  later  anonymous  author  of  The  Adventures  of 
Baron  Munchausen. 

The  only  portrait  of  the  eclipsed  Raspe  was  a 
vitreous-paste  cameo  by  Scotland's  James  Tassie,  duly 
listed  in  Volume  VI,  page  31.  Tassie  made  possible  the 
availability  of  inexpensive  reproductions  of  antique 
carved  gems  to  the  new  leisure  class  of  Britain's 
Industrial  Revolution. 

American  collectors  should  not  think  all  listings 
refer  to  foreign  subjects.  George  Washington,  for 
example,  has  no  fewer  than  60  listings  with  dates  given  in 
the  Index;  19  listings  cover  medals  of  Benjamin  Franklin; 
24  refer  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  point  cut  that  a medal 
not  known  to  Forrer  will  not  appear  in  the  new  volume.  In 
the  future,  perhaps,  some  other  dedicated  researcher  might 
use  modern  auction  catalogs  of  the  Johnson  & Jensen 
quality  to  add  later  discoveries  to  the  Corpus  recorded  by 
the  indefatigable  Forrer. 

Then  too,  post  1930  medal  issues  could  some  day  be 
brought  together  in  a similar  listing.  For  the  present, 
however,  Joan  Martin's  magnificent  work  belongs  in  any 
serious  numismatic  library. 

The  Index  to  Forrer  s Biographical  Dictionary  of 
Medalists  is  priced  at  40  pounds  sterling,  and  may  be 
ordered  from  Spink  & Sons,  5,  7 and  7 King  Street,  St. 
James's,  London  SHI.  A 25  percent  trade  discount  is 
offered  to  book  dealers. 
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NL6  THENTIETH  ANNIVERSARY  MEDAL  STILL  AVAILABLE! 

Sales  have  been  brisk  for  our  20th  Anniversary  Medal , 
but  a United  number  of  bronze,  gol  dpi  ate  and  silverplate 
pieces  remain  for  late  orders. 

The  attractive  38  am  medals  were  struck  by  Pressed 
Metal  Products  Ltd.,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia.  The 
pieces  are  a pleasing  3.8  mm  thick  and  are  of  a high 
standard  of  both  artistry  and  workmanship. 

NOTE:  we  have  placed  another  order  for  piefort 
(double-thick)  silverplate  medals.  These  will  bear  a 
special  mark  to  distinguish  thee  from  the  first  10  struck 
and  immediately  sold  at  the  ANA  Convention.  Please  be 
patient  if  you  have  ordered  these  pieforts  already. 

Here  are  enshrined  the  longings 
of  great  hearts; 

the  noble  things  that  tower 
above  the  tide; 

the  printed  word,  that  winged 
wonder  starts; 

the  garnered  wisdom  that  has 
never  died. 


Brooklyn  Public  Library 
Facade  Inscription. 
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The  NL6  20th  Anniversary  medals  are  offered  at  $5 
each,  $15  for  a set  of  all  three  finishes.  Orders  should 
be  addressed,  with  50  cents  to  cover  postage,  to  Executive 
Director  David  T.  Alexander,  P.0.  Box  970218,  Miami  FL 
33197-0218.  Thank  you  tor  supporting  this  commemorative 
medal  project! 


Since  1964,  COINage  has  been  the 
largest  circulation  magazine 
in  the  numismatic  world. 

A significant  portion  of  our 
popularity  can  be  traced  to  the 
skills  of  our  NLG  contributors. 


Our  sincere  thanks  with  a 
continuing  invitation  to  submit 
articles  and  photos. 
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The  aunchkins:  Chuck  O'Donnell,  Bob  Medlar,  Fred  Schwan 
and  Nelson  Page  Aspen,  "Whistle  While  You  Work,"  at  the 
NL6's  1977  Atlanta  ANA  Convention  Bash. 


Kith  Clety  in  Atlanta,  1977.  (L-R)  Past  and  present 
winners  Lee  Martin,  Ray  Byrne,  Virginia  Culver,  Chet 
^rause>  R.S.  Yeoian,  Hargo  Russell  and  Eva  Adats. 
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20  YEARS  IN  RETROSPECT:  TWO  BUSY  DECADES  OF  NLG 


PART  II,  1780-1988 


During  1981,  election  of  five  directors  was  made 
necessary  by  a mailing-printing  snafu  that  saw  many 
eligible  members  omitted  from  the  I960  ballot.  Later  in 
the  year,  change  came  to  both  the  executive  director's  and 
editor's  chairs. 

Another  chapter  of  NL8  history  closed  when  veteran 
executive  director,  nan-of-all-work  Ray  Byrne  died  on  June 
6.  Ray  was  mourned  by  NL6,  the  ANA,  Pittsburgh's  Carnegie 
Institute  and  by  a hast  of  friends  the  world  round. 

Lee  Martin  provided  an  elongated  cent  as  ticket  to 
the  1980  Cincinnati  Bash.  No  fewer  than  26  members 
volunteered  as  judges  under  the  second  year  of  the  new 
category  system.  Dave  Bowers  took  Book  of  the  Year  far 
The  History  of  U.S.  Coinage  as  Illustrated  by  the  6arrett 
Collection,  while  Ted  Schwarz  took  Best  Specialized  Book 
with  his  Beginner's  6uide  to  Coin  Collecting. 

Si  1 verpl ate  bowls  were  used  this  year  in  place  of  the 
customary  plaques,  three-line  texts  such  as  MLS  - 1980 
DAVID  ALEXANDER  [script]  Best  Medal  Article  - Newspaper 
identified  the  several  winners. 

Donn  Pearlman  was  Emcee  once  more,  dodging  a massive 
gorilla  (Chuck  O'Donnell)  in  his  maddened  pursuit  of 
Marcia  Spangenberqer.  Donn  survived  Halter  Breen's  on- 
stage appearance  in  a "Simon  Says"  routine  with  a presum- 
ably syngraphic  damsel  in  T-shirt  emblazoned  "Virginia  may 
be  for  Lovers,  but  Pennsylvania  has  Intercourse!" 

ANA  time  also  saw  changes  in  the  executive  director 
and  editor's  posts,  Virginia  Culver  was  succeeded  by  Paul 
Hhitnah  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  while  Ed  Reiter  of 
Oakhurst,  New  Jersey,  brought  his  talents  to  the  editor- 
ship. 

The  NL6  Newsletter  soon  took  on  a wholly  new, 
computerized  and  professionally  typeset  look,  through  the 
good  offices  of  Ed's  colleagues  at  the  Shrewsbury  Daily 
Register.  By  1980  the  pressures  on  the  editor  made  case 
for  some  kind  of  compensation  for  time  and  work  involved, 
although  influential  Board  members  were  still  unable  to 
accept  this  fact. 
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Ronald  J.  Gillio  NLG,  invites  all  fellow  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  members  to  receive  our  catalogs 
and  news  releases  by  writing  to: 

PacI^Lc  &Q+it  -flection.  (JtlUxUi,  Dm*. 

Ronald  J.  Gillio,  Incorporated 
Goldmiinzen  International 

1013  State  Street 
Santa  Barbara,  CA  93101 
(800)  235-6937  • (805)  963-1345 
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The  1981  New  Orleans  Bash  was  a high  point  of  this 
steamy,  tropical  August  in  the  Crescent  City.  New  Orleans 
might  be  "the  city  that  Care  Forgot,'  but  the  cares  of 
preparing  the  Bash  weighed  heavily  on  Emcee  Pearlman, 
going  on  with  his  fourth  such  event. 

Book  of  the  Year  was  the  Anthony  Swiatek-Halter  Breen 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  & Gold  Commemorative 
Coins,  an  ARCO  release;  Best  Book  honors  went  to  Gene 
Hessler's  Comprehensive  Catalog  of  U.S.  Paper  Honey. 

In  the  wake  of  the  1981  Bash,  Pearlman  announced  that 
he  would  be  unable  to  escee  at  the  Boston  Bash  of  1982. 
Rushing  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread  was  outspoken 
Chicago  coin  photographer  Bill  Nawrocki. 

Another  figure  from  NLS's  beginning  left  the  stage 
when  free  lance  write  Carl  Allenbaugh  died  November  7.  A 
quiet,  unassuming  man,  Allenbaugh  had  attended  a single 
NLB  party  several  years  earlier,  but  had  contributed  a 
number  of  well  received  articles  to  our  newsletter. 

In  January  1982,  it  was  reported  that  Pearlman  would 
prepare  a new  set  of  judging  rules  for  use  in  the  1982 
contest.  He  reduced  the  number  of  awards  to  15,  cutting 
such  categories  as  Best  Specialized  Book.  A panel  of 
professional  (basically  non-numismatic)  judges  would 
handle  all  entries  this  year. 

The  judges  were  later  revealed  as  Casey  Bukro, 
regional  director  of  Sigma  Delta  Rha;  Sharon  Gel der , 
managing  editor  and  assistant  news  director  of  NBBM;  Merle 
Klingsan,  corporate  graphics  editor  for  Crane  Communi- 
cations and  past  editor  of  American  Collector  Magazine; 
Northwestern  University  journalism  professor,  past  NLB 
Gould  award  winner  Roger  Boye  completed  the  roster. 

The  ANA  itself  was  a busy  affair,  held  in  the  new 
convention  center  and  drawing  a very  encouraging  crowd. 
Eric  Newman  and  Chet  Krause  became  the  Forum  after  a 
series  of  misadventures  reduced  the  panel  to  themselves. 

Chet  shared  recollections  of  his  last  Boston  ANA, 
where  he  was  politically  victimized  by  a rambunctious  ANA 
Board,  busy  interfering  then  as  now  in  systems  which  would 
work  smoothly  without  their  often  destructive  involvement. 
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Congratulations 


to  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  for 
its  wonderful 
efforts  over  the 
years  in  promoting 
numismatic  writing 
and  publishing. 

The  term  "buy  the 
book  before  the 
coin"  is  certainly 
one  of  the  best 
pieces  of 
advice  ever 
given. 


As  a leading 
publisher  and 
distributor  of 
numismatic  books , 
we  do  our  best  to 
"do  our  bit"  to 
help  out  with  this 
important 
sector 
of  our 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES,  INC. 
BOX  1224,  W0LFEB0R0,  NH  03894 


AVAILABLE  FROM 
BOWERS  AND 
MERENA  GALLERIES 


A Handbook  ot 


tMWAkm 


■ A Handbook  of 
20th-Century  United 
States  Gold  Coins, 
1907-1933,  by  David 
W.  Akers.  A must 
for  any  collector  of 
modem  U.S.  gold 
coins!  A page  is 
devoted  to  each  date 
and  variety,  with  in- 
formation about 
strike  and  rarity. 
(Stock  No.  BAK-748), 
softbound.  $19.95; 
(Stock  No.  BAK-749), 
hardbound.  $29.95. 
(Plus  $2  shipping 
and  handling.) 
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"The  Girls"  stages  a re-enactment  of  the  Boston  Tea 
Party  tor  the  Bash,  anti  firlie  Slabaugh's  King  James-style 
speech  presenting  the  deny  to  Eric  Neuman  will  long  be 
remembered  as  a high  point  of  brilliant  composition, 
brilliantly  delivered. 

The  Bash  proved  taxing  to  Emcee  Nawrocki,  and  a high 
(or  low)  point  was  the  belated  announcement  to  the  backs 
ot  Bash-goers  leaving  the  already  darkened  room  that  David 
T.  Alexander  had  accepted  the  blandishments  of  the  NIG 
press  gang  two  days  earlier  and  was  now  NLB  executive 
director. 

Alexander  was  then  an  eight-year  MLS  member  working 
in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  for  medal  auctioneers  Johnson  i 
Jensen  after  seven  years  of  service  with  Coin  World  in 
Sidney,  Ohio.  The  new  NL8  leader  had  to  stay  over  for  the 
Bash,  getting  a close  look  at  Boston's  famed  “combat  cone" 
that  night  as  he  sought  a bus  back,  to  Connecticut  at  1 am. 

An  old  editor  returned  to  the  NLG  Newsletter  in  the 
form  of  Lee  Martin,  as  Reiter's  professional  duties  did 
not  permit  his  to  continue  investing  the  many  necessary 
hours  into  this  distinctly  non-profit  editorship. 

The  new  executive  director  moved  to  join  Kagin's  in 
Des  Moines  in  the  Spring  of  1983  and  the  Iowa  capital 
would  be  hose  office  to  NLG  until  February  1985.  The 
disintegration  of  Kagin's  the  next  year  would  see  many 


loyal  employees  on  the  road  after  they  made  the  firms 
landmark  19B3  ANA  sale  possible. 

Sunny  San  Diego  was  the  NLG's  next  stop,  with  veteran 
Lee  Martin  returning  to  take  charge  of  the  Bash.  Forum 
moderator  was  New  fork's  Carl  W.A.  Carlson;  the  topic, 
problems  of  modern  publishing.  Panelists  were  N.  Neil 
Harris  of  The  Numismatist,  Margo  Russell  of  Coin  Norld, 
and  John  McCloskey  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

The  Bash  itself  was  the  fast-paced  affair  one  would 
expect  from  Lee,  complete  with  colorfully  costumed  clog 
dancers  and  generally  lively  entertainment.  Leon  Lindheim 
left  the  Treasurer's  position  and  paper  money  author  Chuck 
O'Donnell  accepted  this  important  assignment. 

Taking  Book  of  the  Tear  was  G.  David  Bowers'  History 
of  United  States  Gold  Coinage:  an  Illustrated  History. 

The  rules  for  judging  had  reverted  to  those  of  1981  when 
it  was  found  that  the  judges  and  system  of  1982  would  not 
be  continued.  Russ  Ruiau's  United  States  Merchants  Tokens 
1866-1889  took  Best  Specialized  Book  honors. 

Alexander  published  his  "Trial  List  ot  NLG  Exonusia" 
m the  last  newsletter  of  1984.  It  was  surprising  to 
learn  of  the  number  and  variety  of  Guild  elongateds, 
medals,  Bash  tickets,  woods  and  novelty  gifts  that  had 
been  created  since  1968. 
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